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“ .

SUBJECT: A CoOAT OF ARMS FOR THE ViIRGIMIA MILITARY INETITUTE

TO : THE SUPERINTENDENT
VIRGINIA MILITARY |NSTITUTE
LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA

1, PURSUANT TO AUTHORITY DELEGATED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY,
THE INSTITUTE OF HERALDRY, UMITED STATES ARMY, ON THIS DATE DOES GIVE,
GRANT AND ASSIGN UNTO THE SUPERINTENDENT, AND UNTO HIS SUCCESSORS, OF THE
VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE, OF LEXINGTON IM THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,
THE ARMS HEREAFTER STATEG, TO WIT !

; _.BLAZON

; 4

SHIELD ¢ ARGENT OM A CROSS GULEE A SWORD IN PALE POINT UPWARDR OF THE -

- FIRST, FOMMEL AND HILT OR, SURMOUNTED HY AN ANTIQUE LAMP 1H—
FLAMED OF THE THIRD ; ON A CANTOM SABLE A CHEVRON ROMPU OR,

CREST : EBETWEEN WINGS2 ERFCT OR A SWORD ERECT POLNT UPWARD ARGENT,
FOMMEL AMD HILT OF TH® FRET, OM POINT A GARLAND OF LAUREL VERT.
MOTTO

CONSILIO- ET ANIMIS {E\} WISCOM AND COURAGE)
SYMBOLISM '

SIHNGE ITS BARLIEST DAYS THE VIRGIHIA MILITARY INBTITUTE HAS BEEN
[ODENTIFIED WITH THE SOMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA BY THE EMBLEMATIC USE BY THE
COLLEGE COF THE SEAL OF VIRGIMNIA. THIS ASSCCIATION WITH THE COMMONWEALTH
18 RETAINED (N THE FOUNDATION OF THE COAT OF ARMS, AS THE RED CROSE OM A
SILVER FIELD 18 TAKEN FROM THE ARME OF COLOHIAL VIRGINIA, THE ONLY COAT
oF ARMS WHISH VIRGINIA HAS HAD AND THE COAT OF ARMS USED BY VIRGCINLA FOR
MORE THAM QNE HUNDRED ANCD FIFTY YEARS, THE UFRIGHT SWORD OF THE SHIELD
B8YMBOLIZES THE MILITARY TRAINING MISSION OF THE VIRGIHIA MILITARY [NSTITUTE,
AND THE LAMP ¥ ITS PREDOMINANT POSITION REFREBENTS THE ACADEMIC AHD FRIN-
E..".IPAL MISSION OF THE CCOLLEGE. IN THE BASIC ELEMENTS OF THE COAT ARE
PORTRAYED HERALDICALLY THE TRADITIONAL COLCRE OF VMWI — RED, WHITE AND
YELLUW, THE BLACK CAMTON WETH ITS BROKEN GOLD CHEVRON IS AH AUGMENTA-
TION OF HOMGR, 1T SCOMMEMORATES THE VALOROUWS CHARGE QF THE CADET BATTALION
Oon 15 MAY 1864 AT THE BATTLE OF NEW MARKET WHIGH BROKE THE OARK THREAT
OF LINIGH INVASION OF THE VALLEY OF WIRGLNLA,

THE WINGED SWJORD AND GARLANMD OF THE CFIEEET. ALLUDING TC MILITARY
PREPAREDHESS UPHOLDING PEACE, DPEPIGT THE PORITION OF THE YVIRGINIA MILITARY
[INSTITUTE IN LEADERSHIP WITHIN OLUR NATION DURLNG BOTH PEACE AND WAR.
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